INTRODUCTION
Lancaster proposed to make for the coast of Brazil, to obtain
supplies (and possibly to reconnoitre Pernambuco); but his men,
now thoroughly out of hand, constrained him to lay a direct
course for England. As a result, they were delayed for weeks
by calms or contrary winds, until their provisions were nearly
exhausted. At last in desperation they ran for Trinidad, only
to find on arrival that the Spaniards had engrossed all available
supplies. They then endeavoured to pass between the island
and the mainland, but found themselves embayed in the Gulf of
Paria. Getting out with great difficulty, in June they managed
to reach the small island of Mona, which lies between Puerto
Rico and San Domingo. A French ship encountered there
spared them some victuals, while other supplies were obtained
from the inhabitants. It was now resolved to make for New-
foundland, where they were sure to get relief from the fishing
fleets; but when near the Bermudas, a gale from the north drove
the Edward Bonaventure back to the West India Islands. In
November she once again anchored off Mona; whereupon
Lancaster, Barker (his second in command), and others landed
to get provisions. Before they could return, the half a dozen
sailors left on board cut the cable and went off with the ship to
San Domingo, where they surrendered it to the Spaniards.1
Left marooned on shore, Lancaster and his eighteen com-
panions spent a miserable month, living on what vegetables they
could find. Then a French ship arrived, and took off twelve
of the party, including their leader. A second French vessel
accepted the transfer of half of the Englishmen; and aboard
one or other of these ships the survivors remained, mostly off
San Domingo, until April 1594. Two other French ships were
met with, and in one of these (which was bound homewards)
Lancaster and Barker procured passages to Dieppe. That port
was reached on 19 May; and five days later the two Englishmen
landed once more upon their native soil at Rye, in Sussex,
after an absence of over three years.
* In his notice of Lancaster in the Dictionary of National Biography, Sir
John Laughton said that the Edward Bonaventure got back to England with
a rich cargo. That this view is erroneous I have shown in England's Quest of
Eastern Trade (p. 134).